
Borneo Rivers, Rainforests & Wildlife 

 

Day - 1 : Kuching 

Arrive at Kuching Airport. Meet & transfer to Riverside Majestic Kuching and overnight. 

 

 

Day - 2 : Kuching (Breakfast/Lunch) 

Breakfast at hotel. Morning departure for a full day tour to Bako National Park. This small peninsular, 1 ½ hours 

from Kuching by car and longboat, is home to seven distinct rainforest ecosystems, giving it a remarkable 

diversity of animal and plant life. Bako’s most famous residents are the bizarre proboscis monkeys, and it is also 

home to silvered langurs (leaf monkeys), long-tailed macaque monkeys, wild boar, flying squirrels and monitor 

lizards as well as hundreds of different bird species. Fascinating plant life includes mangroves, strangling figs, 

carnivorous pitcher plants and symbiotic ant plants. Unique geological features mark the coastline, whilst well-

marked trails lead to rugged jungle-covered hilltops and secluded beaches. 

 

Return to Kuching in the evening. Overnight at hotel. 

 

 

Day - 3 : Kuching / Mengkak Longhouse(Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner) 

After breakfast at hotel, today we depart for Batang Ai passing through scenic countryside consisting of quaint 

little towns, villages, paddy fields, pepper and oil palm plantations interspersed with secondary and virgin jungle 

as the road starts to wind and undulate as you go deeper into the interior. Stop for lunch at Lachau, a small town 

on the way to the resort. Arrive at Batang Ai Hydro Lake. The journey will take you across the lake into the 

Engkari River, one of the many tributaries flowing into the lake. The journey will take approximately 30 minutes 

before reaching Mengkak Longhouse nestled on a hill beside the river. After dinner join the longhouse residents 

for a glass or two of tuak (rice wine) and a short cultural performance. The Iban are a fun-loving people, and 

visitors are expected to join in whatever activities are going on at the Longhouse!  

 

Overnight in the longhouse "Ruai". You will be spending your night at the ruai (the longhouse common room) with 

basic amenities (NO air-condition and NO private room for individuals) as the accommodation is built by the 

Longhouse people to help supplement their income for their livelihood and children’s education. For the 

washroom / toilet facilities you will be sharing with the Ibans. 

 

 

Day - 4 : Mengkak Longhouse/ Batang Ai (Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner) 

After breakfast, enjoy a blowpipe demonstration and try shooting one yourself. Then take a short walk around the 

vicinity of the longhouse, and learn about the traditional uses of rainforest plants in Iban culture. After lunch, 

proceed to Aiman Batang Air Resort & Retreat by longboat. Dinner and accommodation at the Resort. 

 

 

Day - 5 : Batang Ai / Kuching (Breakfast/Lunch) 

After breakfast depart for Kuching via the same route as your arrival. Stop for lunch at a small roadside town 

before continuing your journey to Kuching. 

 

 

Day - 6 : Kuching / Kota Kinabalu (Breakfast) 

Breakfast at hotel. Day free at leisure until departure transfer to airport for flight to Kota Kinabalu. 

 

Upon arrival at Kota Kinabalu Airport, transfer to hotel and check in. 

 

1700 hours depart from hotel and proceed to Kota Kinabalu city for shopping and explore the varieties of 

shopping complexes from Malaysian to International products. Browse around shopping complexes and the 

handicraft market and maybe you might find something for yourself. 

 

1900 hours after much walking and bargaining, depart for the City’s outlets. Mention food and there will be a host 

of recommendations. From fresh seafood to local fruits, you are definitely in for a treat. Sabahs palate includes 

authentic Asia flavours from Malaysian, Chinese, Indian, Thai, Japanese, the Philippines to local ethnic 

specialties.  

 



Return to hotel and overnight. 

 

 

Day - 7 : Kota Kinabalu (Breakfast/Lunch) 

Breakfast at hotel. 0700 hours pick up from hotel and take a scenic 2 hour drive to Kinabalu Park passing by 

villages and paddy fields along mountainous roads that wind along the Crocker range. Along the way, make a 

brief stop at Nabalu Market. Nabalu is a place where the local natives gather to sell local produce, fruits, home 

grown vegetables and handicraft souvenirs.  

 

On arrival at Kinabalu Park, you will notice the change in air temperature. Enjoy the refreshing and cooling air as 

you proceed for a walk along the nature trails in the Botanical Garden. If the day is clear, you may even spot a 

majestic view of Mount Kinabalu, the highest mountain between the New Guinea and Himalaya.  

 

Kinabalu Park boasts an estimate of 4,500 species of plants which include 1,500 species of orchids, 77 of which 

are endemic to Kinabalu. The park also supports 289 species of birds and 290 different types of butterflies. Later, 

depart for another interesting wonder, the Poring Hot Spring. At approximately 47 kilometres (1 hour drive) from 

Kinabalu Park, Poring Hot Spring got its name from the tall bamboo plant that is abundant in that area. At the 

natural hot spring, there are Japanese baths where visitors can soak themselves and let the invigorating 

sulphurous water stimulate the body. It is believed to have curative power. Visitors can also try the Canopy 

Walkway, where suspension bridges are suspended at the top of the tropical jungle. Experience the height of 41 

metres above the ground and length of 157 metres. A 20 minute hike is needed to reach the Canopy Walkway. 

 

Return to Kota Kinabalu for an approximately 2 hour journey and drop off at your hotel. Overnight at hotel. 

 

 

Day - 8 : Kota Kinabalu / Sandakan / Sukau(Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner) 

Early breakfast at hotel and depart to Kota Kinabalu Airport for flight to Sandakan.  

 

Meet upon arrival at the Sandakan and drive for approximately 30 minutes to Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation 

Centre. Proceed to the free roaming area feeding platform.  

 

1000 hours -feeding of Orang Utan. At this centre, observe man’s closest relative, the Orangutan, being 

rehabilitated to go back to the wild and experience a walk in Tropical Lowland Dipterocarp Forest of Borneo. Visit 

to the Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre, the centre that managed to improve the living condition of the 

rescued sun bear and released their natural behaviours in the 2.5ha enclosed forest.  

 

1115 hours depart Sepilok Centre transfer to jetty in Sandakan for scheduled boat departs at 1200noon. Take an 

hour boat cruise up to the Lower Kinabatangan River Sanctuary where you will take your lunch at Abai Jungle 

Restaurant. This is a wonderful journey of discovery which starts from the waters of Sulu Sea of Sandakan Town 

through a magnificent scenery of the Mangrove Forest. Cruise up river to Sukau village in search of primates 

especially the Endemic Proboscis Monkeys, birds and other wildlife. Arrive Sukau, check in at Kinabatangan 

Riverside Lodge. Late afternoon, river cruise to Menanggul River, a small tributary of the Kinabatangan. Return to 

lodge for dinner and overnight at Kinabatangan Riverside Lodge.  

 

 

Day - 9 : Oxbow / PM River Cruise (Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner) 

Wake up by the calls of gibbons and hornbills. Early morning take a river trip to Oxbow Lake to observe wildlife 

and experience the early morning river ambience of longest river of Sabah. Return to lodge for breakfast. 

 

1000 hours or 1300 hours after lunch depart to visit Gomantong cave, famed for its edible birds’ nests. Take 

about 15 minute boardwalk to the opening of Simud Hitam cavern and explore the cave system on boardwalk.  

 

1230 hours, lunch at Sukau Villagers house or at the lodge. After lunch, free at own leisure. Again afternoon river 

cruise to search for more wildlife. Dinner and overnight at Kinabatangan Riverside Lodge 

 

 

Day - 10 : By boat to Sandakan (Breakfast/Lunch) 

 

0700 -0730 hours after breakfast, transfer by boat back to Sandakan. Upon arrival at jetty, lunch before transfer 

airport for your flight or your hotel. 


