
Essential India  
 

Introduction 
From the intricate saris of Rajasthan to the beautiful symmetry of the Taj Mahal, this 
compact journey is a photographer's delight and the perfect introduction to India. You'll 
float past the ghats on the Ganges River to encounter the spiritual heart of Hinduism in 
Varanasi and get off the beaten path exploring carved stepwells and quaint temples in rural 
villages. With the perfect combination of included activities and free time to explore the 
nation's rich heritage, you're sure to be caught up in India's incredible tapestry of life. 
 

Duration: 15 days 
Start/Finish City: Delhi to Delhi 
 

Itinerary Notes 
Want to experience the sights and sounds of Holi? Make sure you’re in India on March 21, 
2019 or March 10, 2020 for the nation’s most colourful festival. 
 

Travel Style: Classic 
All of the highlights, culture, access, and I-can’t-believe-we-did-that moments, all at a great 
price. 
 

Service Level: Standard 
Comfortable tourist-class accommodations with character; mix of public and private 
transport. 
 

Trip Type: Small Group 
Group trips average 12 travellers per departure, depending on the adventure. The maximum 
is usually no more than 16, but some can be smaller or bigger, depending on the trip. Check 
individual trips for details. 
 

Physical Grading: 2 - Light 
Light walking and hiking suitable for most fitness levels. Nothing too challenging. 
 
NOTE: Accommodations vary per departure and are subject to change until tour start date; 
they are not final and should be used as examples only.  
 

Day 1 Delhi 
Arrive at any time.  
Arrival Day and Welcome Meeting 

1h18:00 

The adventure begins tonight. Feel free to explore before your welcome meeting, but make 
sure you’re back in time to meet the group. After introductions, your CEO will review the 
details of your tour. Please note that normal check-in times apply at our start hotels, but you 
can usually store your luggage for the day if you arrive early. 
 
Optional Activities 

Street Kitchen Restaurant 

Delhi 



Hungry? Visit Delhi’s Street Kitchen before or after your tour for a delicious meal that gives 
something back to the local community. It is more than a bustling restaurant – it’s a product 
of the G Values Fund* filled with mouth-watering action. Dishes are prepared by talented 
chefs who celebrate the deep, traditional flavours prevalent in Indian cuisine. The restaurant 
provides further career and training opportunities to young adults who are graduates from 
the City Walk project, an organization that aids local disadvantaged youth. Here, the cost of 
your meal gets you so much more than just a full stomach. 
Visit the Street Kitchen at 15A/64, WEA, Kroi Bagh, Delhi, India. 
 

Accommodation 

Good Times Hotel (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 2 Delhi 
Enjoy a youth-led morning walk through Delhi by City Walk project. Later, visit Old Delhi, 
explore the markets, and visit Jama Masjid and Connaught Place. 
 
Enjoy a youth-led walking tour of Delhi with project, City Walk. This tour offers a unique 
perspective of Delhi while supporting at-risk youth. 
Later, visit Delhi’s famous Jama Masjid (Great Mosque) and climb the minaret for a bird’s 
eye view of the Old City. Walk through Chandni Chowk, one of India’s oldest and busiest 
markets, and learn the history of the Sikh religion at the important Gurdwara, (Sikh place of 
worship) Gurdwara SisGanj. Stop for photos at the colourful market before finishing at the 
Victorian Connaught Place, one of the most prominent architectural remnants of British rule. 
 
Jama Masjid Visit 

Delhi30m-1h 

Travel through the winding roads of Old Delhi to visit the gorgeous Jama Masjid, the Great 
Mosque of Delhi. Commissioned by Shah Jahan, the Mughal emperor who also 
commissioned the Taj Mahal, it is the best-known and largest mosque in India. Explore the 
stately structure, which was completed in 1656, and enjoy its massive courtyard, which can 
hold 25,000 worshippers. 
 
Gurdwara Sis Ganj Visit 

Delhi30m-1h 

Learn the history of the Sikh religion at this historically significant Gurdwara, which is a 
Sikh place of worship. 
 
Connaught Place Visit 

Delhi1h 3km 

Explore the Victorian architecture of Connaught Place, which is a giant circle at the centre of 
any map of Delhi. Buy trinkets and textiles at the market on Janpath, which came into being 
when refugees from Pakistan began peddling their wares on this road after Partition in 1947. 
It remains one of Delhi's most colourful markets, and is very popular with tourist and locals 
alike. 
 
Chandni Chowk Visit 

Delhi1h-2h 



Enjoy a stroll through Chandni Chowk, one of India's oldest and busiest markets. Be sure to 
stop and try one of the many types of paranthas (stuffed Indian bread) sold in stalls lining 
the streets. 
 
Accommodation 

Good Times Hotel (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 3 Delhi/Jaipur 
Arrive in Jaipur and explore this gorgeous 'pink city'. 
Drive to Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan and start exploring. Opt to visit the Jantar Mantar, or 
Royal Observatory. Don't miss the opprtunity to see a Bollywood film at the famous Art 
Deco Raj Mandir cinema. 
 
Private Vehicle 

Delhi – Jaipur5h-6h260km 

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle. 
 
Optional Activities 

Jantar Mantar Visit 

Jaipur1h-2h 

200INR per person 1000INR per group 

Visit the Jantar Mantar observatory to see how people looked at the stars and planets in 
ancient India. Explore the collection of astronomical instruments housed there, some dating 
back to 1727. 
 
Raj Mandir Cinema and Movie 

Jaipur 

200-400INR per person 

Visit this spectacular cinema and watch a song-and-dance Bollywood film. 
 
Accommodation 

Utsav Niwas (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 4 Jaipur 
Stop and take a photo of the 'Palace of the Winds' and wander the organized streets of the 
'Pink City'. Later, enjoy a visit to the Amber Fort, famous for its mixture of Hindu and 
Muslim architecture. 
 
Head out to visit the ruined city of Amber, the former capital of Jaipur state. Stop and take a 
photo of the Hawa Mahal palace complex, elaborate formal gardens, and a small lake. 
 
Amber Fort Visit 

Jaipur 

Enjoy the Hindu and Muslim architecture of the beautiful Amber Fort. 
 



Optional Activities 

Hawa Mahal (Palace of the Winds) Visit 

Jaipur15m-30m 

200INR per person 

Enjoy a visit to the intricately-carved Hawa Mahal, or "Palace of the Winds," which is named 
for the cool breeze that comes through the structure and keeps it comfortable, even in the 
hot Jaipur summers. Explore the main complex, blossoming gardens, and the lake. 
 
City Palace Visit 

Jaipur 

700INR per person 

Explore the courtyards, gardens, and buildings that make up the City Palace. Located in the 
heart of the Old City, it is a striking blend of Mughal and Rajasthani architecture. Visit the 
palace's museum to look at ancient carriages and the former maharaja's gold-embroidered 
wedding outfit. 
 
Jaipur Balloon Ride 

Jaipur 

Begin your day at dawn, just as the sun starts to rise over the incredible city of Jaipur. As 
you drift into the sky, enjoy the silence and serenity of the morning, watching as the day 
starts for the colourfully dressed inhabitants below. From high in the sky, you may float 
over ancient forts, exquisite palaces, and lively villages moving with people - and elephants! 
You may never want to come back down. 
Available August 15 - April 30. 
 
Accommodation 

Utsav Niwas (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 5 Jaipur/Dhula Village (Dinner) 
Travel to Dhula Village and get a closer look at rural life in Rajasthan during a cycling 
excursion. Tonight opt to relax by the fire and take in the starry night sky. 
Tonight's accommodation is in spacious and comfortable tents outfitted with beds, lamps, 
and simple en suite bathrooms. 
 
Private Vehicle 

Jaipur – Dhula Village2h50km 

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle. 
 
Village Cycling Excursion 

Dhula Village 

Set off to discover quaint Dhula on two wheels. Take in the peaceful rhythm of village life 
and Rajasthan's scenery as you cycle along. 
 

Day 6 Dhula Village/Āgra (Breakfast) 
Stop by the impressive Abhaneri stepwell en route to Agra, home of the Taj Mahal. 
 
Private Vehicle 

Dhula Village – Āgra4h250km 



Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle. 
 
Abhaneri Stepwell Visit 

Abhaneri – Āgra30m-1h 

Walk around the amazing Chand Baori, a tenth century water tank that's an impressive 6.1m 
(20 ft) deep. Learn about ancient Indian environmentalism—a "baori" is a unique Indian 
invention for harvesting rainwater. 
 
Optional Activities 

Fatehpur Sikri Visit 

Fatehpur Sīkri 

500INR per person 

Explore the magnificent red sandstone fort city that was once the capital of India's Mughal 
Empire and is a UNESCO World Heritage site. Keep an eye out for elements of different 
religions, as King Akbar built three palaces for each of his favorite wives—a Hindu, a 
Muslim, and a Christian—in the city. 
 
Accommodation 

Hotel Royale Residency (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 7 Āgra 
Visit the famous Taj Mahal, Baby Taj, and Agra Fort. 
Visit the sparkling Taj Mahal for sunrise then stick around to explore (if the light is better 
around sunset, we may visit later in the day instead). Later, visit the walled city of Agra Fort 
by cycle-rickshaw and the I'timad-ud-Daulah, or the Baby Taj. 
 
Taj Mahal Visit 

Tāj Mahal – Āgra 

Cross one off your bucket list as you visit one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Explore 
the gorgeous white marble mausoleum, built by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan as a 
testament of his love for his favorite wife, Mumtaz Mahal. 
 
Cycle rickshaw 

Āgra 

Visit the Agra Fort by human-powered cycle-rickshaw. 
 
Agra Fort Visit 

Āgra1h-3h 

Enjoy your visit to this impressive Mughal fort made of red sandstone and white marble. 
 
Baby Taj Visit 

Āgra 

Visit this mausoleum that looks like a jewel box, built before the Taj Mahal by Queen Nur 
Jahan for her father. Enjoy the intricate details of the structure; it was the first Mughal 
building faced with white marble and where "pietra dura" (precious stones inlaid into 
marble) was first used. 
 



Accommodation 

Hotel Royale Residency (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 8 Āgra/Alīpura 
Travel to Alipura and stay in a heritage property in the village. 
Leave early and travel along typically rough Indian roads to Alipura, a friendly village 
which will be our base for two days. 
Here, stay in a heritage property with time to wander the town and interact with locals. 
 
Train 

Āgra – Jhānsi2h30m 

Climb aboard, take a seat, and enjoy the ride. 
 
Private Vehicle 

Jhānsi – Alīpura3h30m 

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle. 
 
Free Time 

Alīpura Afternoon 

Enjoy some free time to meet the locals and check out village life. 
 
Accommodation 

Alipura Palace (or similar) 

Heritage Hotel 

 

Day 9 Alīpura 
Enjoy a day trip to Khajuraho to visit the Khajuraho Group of Monuments, India's largest 
group of medieval temples, known for their kama sutra statues. 
 
Travel 1.5 hrs to Khajuraho, one of the most popular tourist destinations in India. Learn the 
history of these world-famous temples on a guided tour and enjoy a taste of a little erotica 
from the Middle Ages. After, opt to visit a nearby waterfall (seasonal) or watch an evening 
dance performance. 
 
Private Vehicle 

Alīpura – Khajurāho1h30m-2h96km 

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle. 
 
Khajuraho Temples Guided Tour 

Khajurāho 

Get ready to be impressed by the beautiful temples of Khajuraho during this guided tour. 
Not intended for the bashful, these erotic carvings are similar to style of the Kama Sutra. 
These Hindu temples were build over a span of a 100 years, and while originally there were 
more than 80 of them, only 22 currently remain. 
 
Private Vehicle 

Khajurāho – Alīpura1h30m-2h96km 

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle. 



Accommodation 

Alipura Palace (or similar) 

Heritage Hotel 

 

Day 10 Alīpura/Orchha 
Visit Orchha, a quiet rural town along the banks of the Betwa River and enjoy a puja 
ceremony. Visit a unique paper-making plant en route, set up to assist tribal women from 
the area. 
En route to Orchha, visit a unique paper making plant, set up to assist tribal women from 
the area. All the paper is made from recycled clothing and wood pulp. Continue on to 
Orchha and enjoy an orientation tour of this small town. Set on the banks of the Betwa River, 
it is the perfect antidote to the chaos of India’s cities. Later, attend an evening puja ceremony 
at the Ram Raja Temple. 
 
Private Vehicle 

Alīpura – Orchha2h30m-3h96km 

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle. 
 
Tarragram Visit 

Orchha1h 

Enjoy a visit to this unique paper-making plant, set up to assist tribal women from the area. 
All the paper is made from recycled clothing and wood pulp. 
 
Puja Ceremony 

Orchha1h 

Enjoy a Hindu prayer ceremony. 
 
Accommodation 

Hotel Orcha Resort (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 11 Orchha/Varanasi 
Visit the Orchha Palace complex and enjoy free time before the overnight train to Varanasi. 
Opt for a local cooking class with a family. 
 
Orchha Palace Visit 

Orchha1h-2h 

Visit the three separate palaces, or "mahals," in this complex: the Raj Mahal, Jehangir Mahal, 
and Rai Parveen Mahal. Enjoy the medieval architecture and learn about its rich history. 
 
Free Time 

Orchha Afternoon 

Enjoy free time to check out the local markets. 
 
Private Vehicle 

Orchha – Jhānsi15m-30m 

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle. 
 



Basic overnight train (beds) 

Jhānsi – Varanasi13h 

Experience overnight travel like a local. Sit back and get some well-earned (and likely much-
needed) rest en route to your next stop. 
 
Optional Activities 

Cooking Class 

Orchha2h-3h 

1000INR per person 

Calling all foodies! Get a taste of local food of Orchha by visiting a local family for a cooking 
class. After the cooking demonstration sit down and enjoy the delicious dishes you have 
prepared.  
 

Day 12 Varanasi 
Take an orientation walk through the oldest continually inhabited city in the world. Marvel 
at the ghats from the River Ganges as you enjoy boat trips at sunrise and sunset. 
Disembark the train in legendary Varanasi, the quintessential Indian holy city where 
millions of Hindus visit for pilgrimage, to worship, to mourn, or to die. 
There is time here to shop, wander, and absorb the atmosphere of this unique city, while 
optional activities include the monasteries and ruins of nearby Sarnath, the site of the 
Buddha's first sermon. 
 
Evening Ganges Boat Tour 

Varanasi1h-2h 7km 

Enjoy a boat ride on the sacred Ganges River, where Hindu pilgrims from all over the world 
come to wash away their sins and cremate their loved ones. Participate in a candle and 
flower ceremony while on the water. 
 
Optional Activities 

Sarnath Visit 

Varanasi1h-2h 

200INR per person 5000-9000INR per group 

Explore the ruins at the site of the Buddha's first sermon. It is said that after attaining 
enlightenment at Bodh Gaya Buddha continued to Sarnath. In a deer park, he preached his 
first discourse and set in motion the 'Wheel of the Dharma'. This is one of the most holy sites 
to Buddhists. 
 
Accommodation 

Hotel City Inn (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 13 Varanasi 
Watch the sunrise from a boat along the Ganges. Enjoy free time in this holy city. 
 
Morning Ganges Boat Tour 

Varanasi1h 

Catch the sunrise from a boat cruising the sacred Ganges River, where Hindu pilgrims from 
all over the world come to wash away their sins and cremate their loved ones. Witness locals 
participating in dawn rituals of bathing and burning at the river. 



 
Free Time 

Varanasi Afternoon 

Explore all this famous city has to offer. 
 
Accommodation 

Hotel City Inn (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 14 Varanasi/Delhi 
Soak up some free time this morning and explore the city. Later, cut out the travel time with 
a flight back to Delhi. 
 
Free Time 

Varanasi Morning 

Do some last minute sightseeing with free time in the morning. 
 
Plane 

Varanasi – Delhi 

Look! Up in the sky! It's a bird! It's a plane! It's... yup, it is a plane, actually. 
 
Accommodation 

Good Times Hotel (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 15 Delhi 
Depart at any time. 
 
 
 

What's Included 
Women on Wheels Transfer, Indira Gandhi International Airport 
City Walk, Delhi. Old Delhi walk with stops at the Jama Masjid, Gurduwara, Chandni 
Chowk, and Connaught Place. Amber Fort tour (Jaipur). Rajasthani rural village stay. 
Village cycling excursion (Dhula Village). Abhaneri stepwells visit. Taj Mahal and I’timad-
ud-Daulah (Baby Taj) entrance. Agra Fort entrance and guided tour. Orchha Palace complex 
visit. Western Temple complex entrance and guided visit (Khajuraho). Ganges River boat 
trip at sunrise and sunset, including candle flower ceremony (Varanasi). Internal flight. All 
transport between destinations and to/from included activities. 
 

Highlights 
Explore India's vibrant cities, discover ancient forts and temples, revel in the beauty of 
Agra's Taj Mahal, witness the erotic sculptures of Khajuraho and Orchha, sail the Ganges in 
venerable Varanasi 
 

Dossier Disclaimer 
The information in this trip details document has been compiled with care and is provided 
in good faith. However it is subject to change, and does not form part of the contract 
between the client and the operator. The itinerary featured is correct at time of printing. It 



may differ slightly to the one in the brochure. Occasionally our itineraries change as we 
make improvements that stem from past travellers, comments and our own research. 
Sometimes it can be a small change like adding an extra meal along the itinerary. Sometimes 
the change may result in us altering the tour for the coming year. Ultimately, our goal is to 
provide you with the most rewarding experience. Please note that our brochure is usually 
released in November each year. If you have booked from the previous brochure you may 
find there have been some changes to the itinerary.  
 
VERY IMPORTANT: Please ensure that you print a final copy of your Trip Details to review 
a couple of days prior to travel, in case there have been changes that affect your plans. 
 

Itinerary Disclaimer 
While it is our intention to adhere to the route described below, there is a certain amount of 
flexibility built into the itinerary and on occasion it may be necessary, or desirable to make 
alterations. The itinerary is brief, as we never know exactly where our journey will take us. 
Due to our style of travel and the regions we visit, travel can be unpredictable. The Trip 
Details document is a general guide to the tour and region and any mention of specific 
destinations or wildlife is by no means a guarantee that they will be visited or encountered. 
Aboard expedition trips visits to research stations depend on final permission.  
 
Additionally, any travel times listed are approximations only and subject to vary due to 
local circumstances. 
 

Itinerary Notes 
Want to experience the sights and sounds of Holi? Make sure you’re in India on March 21, 
2019 or March 10, 2020 for the nation’s most colourful festival. 
 

Important Notes 
1. CULTURE  
India is a country which is very different to anything you will have experienced before. 
Although this means it is not the easiest place to travel, this is also what makes it so special. 
Pollution, poverty and the crowds can result in initial culture shock but should be seen as an 
exciting new challenge. During our time here we have come to love this large and 
wonderfully different country but we know that we should always expect to encounter 
some difficulties along the way.  
 
In India there are very different attitudes to time keeping, public cleanliness, privacy and 
service. Trains will sometimes be late, plumbing can sometimes be temperamental and 
power will often just vanish. Optimistic menus turn out to have only one dish available and 
everyone, just everyone, will want to know your name. If you are able to travel with a lot of 
patience and a healthy sense of humour, then we know that you - like all of us - will be 
captivated by what India has to offer. 
 
2. COMBO TRIP 
Please note that this tour combines with other tours. As such, the staff and some travel 
companions on your tour may have previously been traveling together with the Tour 
Operator, prior to Day 1 of your tour. Likewise, some staff and travel companions may be 
continuing together on another tour, after your trip concludes. 
 
3. RAMADAN 



Depending on the lunar cycle, Ramadan will fall between May 15th and June 14th, 2018. 
Please note that Ramadan is a month of fasting observed by Muslims throughout the world, 
during which time the followers of Islam should not eat or drink between sunrise and 
sunset. Only about 20% of Indians are Muslim, but it is important to note that there may be 
some limitations to services and disruptions to schedules during Ramadan. Generally our 
tours still operate effectively during this period and food is available to non-muslims 
throughout the day. It is important to display increased cultural sensitivity during Ramadan 
in predominately Muslim areas of India. Please wear loose fitting clothes, that cover knees 
and shoulders, and try to avoid eating, drinking or smoking in public out of respect for 
those who can't at that time.  
 
5. Please Note: Only 1 piece of luggage that weighs up to 15kgs will be permitted on our 
internal flights in India. For any extra weight the airline may charge an additional fee at the 
time of check-in. 
 

Group Leader Description 
All group trips are accompanied by one of our Chief Experience Officers (CEO). The aim of 
the CEO is to take the hassle out of your travels and to help you have the best trip possible. 
They will provide information on the places you are travelling through, offer suggestions for 
things to do and see, recommend great local eating venues and introduce you to our local 
friends. While not being guides in the traditional sense you can expect them to have a broad 
general knowledge of the countries visited on the trip, including historical, cultural, 
religious and social aspects. We also use local guides where we think more specific 
knowledge will add to the enjoyment of the places we are visiting - we think it's the best of 
both worlds. 
 

Group Size Notes 
Max 15, avg 12 
 

Meals Included 
1 breakfast, 1 dinner 
 

Meals 
Eating is a big part of travelling. Travelling with us you experience the vast array of 
wonderful food that is available out in the world. Generally meals are not included in the 
trip price when there is a choice of eating options, to give you the maximum flexibility in 
deciding where, what and with whom to eat. It also gives you more budgeting flexibility, 
though generally food is cheap. Our groups tend to eat together to enable you to taste a 
larger variety of dishes and enjoy each other's company. There is no obligation to do this 
though. Your CEO will be able to suggest favourite restaurants during your trip. 
Vegetarians will be able to find a huge range of different foods - India is vegetarian heaven. 
For all trips please refer to the meals included and budget information for included meals 
and meal budgets. 
 

Transport 
Train, local bus, private vehicle, auto-ricksaw, camel cart, small riverboat, plane. 
 

About our Transportation 
TRAIN 
Traveling in India by train is an experience. Distances in India are long and Indian trains 



aren't the world’s best, but traveling in these adds a fascinating new dimension to a visitor's 
experience in the country. There is virtually no better way to get to make friends with the 
people and see the spectacular views of the diverse Indian countryside. The chaos on the 
Indian Railway stations is a replica of the life in India. 
 
The Tour Operator uses a combination of AC 2 tier, AC 3 tier and sleeper class (for overnight 
journeys) and AC Chair car or second class seats for day journeys. 
 
There are no restaurant or buffet cars on Indian Railways, but on long distance trains an 
attendant will appear in your coach and ask you if you would like to order food. Regular 
stops are made at stations where food is also available and on some trains many vendors 
board the train selling chai, cold drinks and crisps and biscuits. 
 
Don't expect pristine western standards anywhere in India, but you'll find AC2, AC3 and 
AC Chair class fairly clean by Indian standards, with both western-style and squat toilets 
usually in a reasonably sanitary condition. Sleeper Class and 2nd class toilets may be a 
different matter! Bring your own toilet paper and hand wash soap or liquid.  
 
Indian trains are quite safe to travel on, even for families or women traveling alone, and you 
are unlikely to have any problems. Having said that, theft of luggage, although rare is not 
unheard of, so just for peace of mind you might like to take along a chain and padlock to 
secure your bags (readily available at all Indian stations).  
 
Generally, Indian Railways are very efficient, but Indian trains do run late, and sometimes 
its hours rather than minutes. Make sure you have something to occupy your time – a good 
book, magazine or photos of your home country and family to show the Indian travelers 
also waiting for the train. 
 
ROAD 
Traveling by road is certainly not what people are used to in Western countries. Rules are 
not always followed, drivers appear to speed, do not stay in their lanes, overtake in 
seemingly dangerous situations, and rarely use their mirrors or driving lights at night time. 
The horn however is used very frequently and can range from the latest Bollywood tune to 
Britney Spears! Although the government is investing large sums of money improving the 
road infrastructure, there is a lot more to be done. As a result some of the roads are poorly 
maintained, pot holed and uneven. This gets even more pronounced particularly during and 
after the monsoon. Travel time is very long in comparison to Western countries and short 
distances can take a lot longer than at home. 
 

Local Flights 
All local flights are included in the cost of your tour unless otherwise noted. It is important 
that we have your passport information at the time of booking in order to process these 
tickets. Internal flight tickets are issued locally and will be given to you prior to the flight 
departure. 
 
Please Note: Only 1 piece of luggage that weighs up to 15kgs will be permitted on our 
internal flights in India. For any extra weight the airline may charge an additional fee at the 
time of check-in. 
 

Solo Travellers 



We believe single travellers should not have to pay more to travel so our group trips are 
designed for shared accommodation and do not involve a single supplement. Single 
travellers joining group trips are paired in twin or multi-share accommodation with 
someone of the same sex for the duration of the trip. Some of our Independent trips are 
designed differently and single travellers on these itineraries must pay the single trip price. 
 

Accommodation 
Hotels (11 nts), comfortable tented camp (2 nt), sleeper train (1 nt). 
 

My Own Room Exceptions 
Night 11, Sleeper train 
 

About Accommodation 
A variety of styles of hotels/guest houses are used in India. These can vary in terms of 
service, efficiency and cleanliness. In many instances they might not be like what you are 
used to back home. Power cuts can and are a regular occurrence in many places, especially 
throughout North and Central India. Although a number of hotels have generators there 
may be times when these won’t work. It is also recommended when you are in your room to 
lock the door, as staff will sometime enter without reason. 
 

Visas and Entry Requirements 
As of 2017, India is now offering E-Visas for most nationalities. Please visit the link below 
for further information and to apply: 
 
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/tvoa.html 
 
As there are many fake websites, please only use the above to apply for your E-Visa and for 
any additional information. 
 
Please use the start hotel of your tour as a reference for your visa application. Contact us or 
your travel agent if you need further information. 
 
**Please note that visas for India are the responsibility of the individual traveller. The visa 
requirements for your trip vary depending on where you are from and where you are going. 
For the most up to date information please check your government’s foreign ministry 
website or with you travel agent as rules do change. It is important that you check for 
yourself. For most travellers there will probably be an embassy and consulate in the country 
that you live in. 
 

Detailed Trip Notes 
In India English is widely spoken and transportation and infrastructure is good, but please 
remember that this is India- expect the unexpected! If you are able to bring with you a lot of 
patience, a great sense of humour and a willingness to try and interact with the local people, 
your travel experience wil be greatly enhanced. 
 

Spending Money 
Every traveller is different and therefore spending money requirements will vary. Some 
travellers may drink more than others while other travellers like to purchase more souvenirs 
than most. Please consider your own spending habits when it comes to allowing for drinks, 



shopping and tipping. Please also remember the following specific recommendations when 
planning your trip. 
 

Money Exchange 
As currency exchange rates in Asia fluctuate often we ask that you refer to the following 
website for daily exchange rates: www.xe.com. There are many ATM machines that accept 
both Visa and Mastercard but these are limited to major cities. Major credit cards are 
accepted in most shops but they may charge a 2-4% transaction fee. 
 

Emergency Fund 
Please also make sure you have access to at least an additional USD $200 (or equivalent) as 
an 'emergency' fund, to be used when circumstances outside our control (ex. a natural 
disaster) require a change to our planned route. This is a rare occurrence! 
 

Departure Tax 
All departure taxes should be included in your international flight ticket. 
 

Tipping 
It is customary in Asia to tip service providers such as waiters, at approximately 10%, 
depending on the service. Tipping is expected - though not compulsory - and shows an 
expression of satisfaction with the people who have assisted you on your tour. Although it 
may not be customary to you, it is of considerable significance to the people who will take 
care of you during your travels. There are several times during the trip where there is 
opportunity to tip the local guides or drivers we use. You may do this individually, or your 
CEO will offer to collect the money and tip as a group. Recommendations for tipping drivers 
and local guides would range from USD1-2 per person per day depending on the quality 
and length of the service; ask your CEO for specific recommendations based on the 
circumstances and culture. Also at the end of each trip if you felt your CEO did an 
outstanding job, tipping is appreciated. The amount is entirely a personal preference; 
however as a guideline USD20-30 per person, per week can be used. 
 

Optional Activities 
We suggest you bring along USD50 for additional sightseeing including 
 
Delhi - Red Fort - INR250 
Delhi - Qutab Minar - INR250 
Delhi - Humayuns Tomb - INR250 
Jaipur - Raj Mandir Cinema - INR70-150 
Jaipur - Jantar Mantar/Royal Observatory - INR100 
Agra - Akbar's Mausoleum - INR100 
Agra - Nature Park – INR50 
Agra - Mehtab Bagh - INR100 
Khajuraho - Eastern Temple Complex - INR10 
Orchha - Village Safari - INR150 
Orchha - Cooking class with a local family lunch - INR500 
Varanasi - Sarnarth Deer Park - INR100 
Varanasi - Ram Nagar Fort - INR10 
 
All prices are per person (unless stated otherwise), and are subject to change as services are 
provided by third party operators. 



 

Health 
Please note inoculations may be required for the country visited. It is your responsibility to 
consult with your travel doctor for up to date medical travel information well before 
departure.  
 
You should consult your doctor for up-to-date medical travel information well before 
departure. We recommend that you carry a First Aid kit and hand sanitizers / antibacterial 
wipes as well as any personal medical requirements. Please be aware that sometimes we are 
in remote areas and away from medical facilities, and for legal reasons our leaders are 
prohibited from administering any type of drug including headache tablets, antibiotics, etc. 
In Asia pharmacies tend to stock the same western drugs as you get at home but they are 
usually produced locally so please bring the full drug name with you when trying to 
purchase a prescription drug. When selecting your trip please carefully read the brochure 
and itinerary and assess your ability to cope with our style of travel. Please refer to the 
Physical and Culture Shock ratings for trip specific information. The Tour Operator reserves 
the right to exclude any traveller from all or part of a trip without refund if in the reasonable 
opinion of our CEO they are unable to complete the itinerary without undue risk to 
themselves and/or the rest of the group. 
 

Safety and Security 
Many national governments provide a regularly updated advice service on safety issues 
involved with international travel. We recommend that you check your government's advice 
for their latest travel information before departure. We strongly recommend the use of a 
neck wallet or money belt while travelling, for the safe keeping of your passport, air tickets, 
travellers' cheques, cash and other valuable items. Leave your valuable jewellery at home - 
you won't need it while travelling. Many of the hotels we use have safety deposit boxes, 
which is the most secure way of storing your valuables. A lock is recommended for securing 
your luggage. When travelling on a group trip, please note that your CEO has the authority 
to amend or cancel any part of the trip itinerary if it is deemed necessary due to safety 
concerns. Your CEO will accompany you on all included activities. During your trip you 
will have some free time to pursue your own interests, relax and take it easy or explore at 
your leisure. While your CEO will assist you with options available in a given location 
please note that any optional activities you undertake are not part of your itinerary, and we 
offer no representations about the safety of the activity or the standard of the operators 
running them. Please use your own good judgment when selecting an activity in your free 
time. Although the cities visited on tour are generally safe during the day, there can be risks 
to wandering throughout any major city at night. It is our recommendation to stay in small 
groups and to take taxis to and from restaurants, or during night time excursions. 
 
Protests and Demonstrations- Protests and demonstrations, even those that are well 
intended, have the potential to turn violent with no warning. Counter protests can also turn 
violent. Action by security forces to disperse demonstrators and protesters may occur at any 
time. If you are in an area where demonstrators or protesters are gathering, avoid the 
temptation of staying for a good photo opportunity and leave the area immediately. 
 
Water based activities have an element of danger and excitement built into them. We 
recommend only participating in water based activities when accompanied by a guide(s). 
We make every reasonable effort to ensure the fun and adventurous element of any water 
based activities (in countries with varying degrees of operating standards) have a balanced 



approach to safety. It is our policy not to allow our CEOs to make arrangements on your 
behalf for water based activities that are not accompanied by guide(s). 
 
Swimming, including snorkeling, is always at your own risk. 
 

Trip Specific Safety 
We strongly recommend the use of a neck wallet or money belt while travelling, for the safe 
keeping of your passport, air tickets, travellers' cheques, cash and other valuable items. 
Leave your valuable jewellery at home - you won't need it while travelling. Many of the 
hotels we use have safety deposit boxes which is the most secure way of storing your 
valuables. A lock is recommended for securing your luggage. 
 

Medical Form 
Our small group adventures bring together people of all ages. It is very important you are 
aware that, as a minimum, an average level of fitness and mobility' is required to undertake 
our easiest programs. Travellers must be able to walk without the aid of another person, 
climb 3-4 flights of stairs, step on and off small boats, and carry their own luggage at a 
minimum. Travellers with a pre-existing medical condition are required to complete a short 
medical questionnaire, which must be signed by their physician. This is to ensure that 
travellers have the necessary fitness and mobility to comfortably complete their chosen trip. 
While our CEOs work hard to ensure that all our travellers are catered for equally, it is not 
their responsibility to help individuals who cannot complete the day's activities unaided. 
Please refer to the physical ratings in this Trip Details document for more information. 
 

Travel Insurance 
Travel Insurance: Travel insurance is compulsory in order to participate on any of our trips. 
When travelling on a group trip, you will not be permitted to join the group until evidence 
of travel insurance has been sighted by your CEO, who will take note of your insurance 
details. When selecting a travel insurance policy please bear in mind that all clients must 
have medical coverage and that we require a minimum coverage of USD 200,000 for 
repatriation and emergency rescue. We strongly recommend that the policy also covers 
personal liability, cancellation, curtailment and loss of luggage and personal effects. If you 
have credit card insurance we require proof of purchase of the trip (a receipt of credit card 
statement) with a credit card in your name. Contact your bank for details of their 
participating insurer, the level of coverage and emergency contact telephone number. 
 

Local Dress 
In Asia the dress standard is more conservative than it is back home. When packing try to 
pick loose, lightweight, long clothing that will keep you cool in the usually hot and humid 
climate of Asian summers. In predominately Buddhist, Hindu and Muslim countries we ask 
that you dress respectfully and avoid very short shorts/skirts and singlets/tanktops when 
visiting small rural communities or visiting temples or mosques or other holy sites as this 
may restrict your entry.  
 
India is very conservative and you should dress accordingly. As a general guideline 
shoulders and knees should be covered at all times. The wearing of shorts is not allowed as 
it will restrict your entry into buildings of a religious nature and family homes. A light water 
and windproof jacket is useful and a hat essential.  
NB: WE STRESS THAT IT CAN BE VERY COLD IN THE HILLS DURING THE MONTHS 
FROM DECEMBER TO FEBRUARY. 



 
NB: During our trip there will be many opportunities for you to meet and "talk" with locals. 
One way to start any conversation is with pictures. We recommend that you bring some 
photos/postcards of your family, home, city or country where you live, animals peculiar to 
your country etc. 
 

Minimum Age 
You must be 18 to travel unaccompanied on a this tour. For minors travelling with a 
guardian over 21 years old, the minimum age is 12. 
 

International Flights 
Check-in times and baggage allowances/restrictions vary by airline and can change at any 
time. For the most up-to-date information for your flight, please contact your airline. We 
recommend checking in online in advance to avoid potential delays at the airport. 

 
Max Pax 
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Group Leader 
Chief Experience Officer (CEO) throughout, local guides. 
 


