
Complete Galápagos - Eden  
 

Introduction 
Be captivated by the unique animal life, above and below Earth's surface, on this 
comprehensive 17-day tour through the Galápagos. You'll venture to the east, central and 
west islands aboard the Eden, a well-equipped boat that acts as your home-away-from-
home. Unique animal encounters are at every turn of your journey, from flamingos at 
Bachas Beach to penguins on Floreana Island and whitetip reef sharks. By the end of this 
adventure, you'll have enough footage from your smartphone or camera to compile your 
own amateur nature documentary. 
 

Duration: 17 days 
Start/Finish City: Quito to Quito 
 

Travel Style: Marine 
Small-ship adventures on the world’s great seas, rivers, and other places only accessible by 
boat. 
 

Service Level: Standard 
Comfortable tourist-class accommodations with character; mix of public and private 
transport. 
 

Trip Type: Small Group 
Group trips average 12 travellers per departure, depending on the adventure. The maximum 
is usually no more than 16, but some can be smaller or bigger, depending on the trip.  
 

Physical Grading: 3 - Average 
Some tours may include light hiking, biking, rafting, or kayaking in addition to walking. 
NOTE: Accommodations vary per departure and are subject to change until tour start date; 
they are not final and should be used as examples only.  
 

Day 1 Quito 
Arrive at any time. 
Arrival Day and Welcome Meeting with G Representative 

The adventure begins today. Feel free to explore, but make sure you're back in time to meet 
the group. Your G Representative will review the details of your tour. 
 
Optional Activities 

Cotopaxi Volcano - Full Day Trip 

Cotopaxi 

70-100USD per person 

Enjoy a spectacular 2 hour drive to Cotopaxi Volcano National Park to see the highest active 
volcano in the world (5,897m/ 19,347 ft). Visit a museum in the park and hike around a 
lagoon at the bottom of the volcano to learn about the flora and fauna found at this altitude. 
Continue by car up the volcano to the parking lot, at over 4,500m/14,763 ft. Walk for an 
hour and a half to the refuge and after a short break, continue to the glacier (if the weather 
holds out). Return to Quito in the afternoon. **Park entrance fee is not included and is split 
among the number of travellers in the group** 
 



Otavalo Market - Full Day Trip 

Otavalo – Quito 

70-100USD per person 

Discover some amazing local art, tapestries, and textiles at Otavalo’s famous artisan market, 
the largest handicraft market in South America. Wander the stalls to meet local artists, and 
find one-of-a-kind souvenirs. Head north from Quito along the Pan-American highway for 
2.5 hours. On the way, visit the village of Calderon to see colourful figures made of bread 
and visit Cayambe to taste typical ‘biscochos’ (local biscuits). Try your hand at haggling in 
the market – it’s expected for every purchase. A good negotiator could get at least 20 per 
cent off the starting price. After, continue on to the leather market at Cotacachi or Peguche 
the weaving town. The market is open daily, however Saturdays are the busiest. 
This trip takes roughy 8 hours, departs daily at 8 am. 
 
Teleférico 

Quito 

8USD per person 

Enjoy spectacular views of Quito from this sky tram up Volcán Pichincha. Choose to go for a 
hike at the top, or just come along for the ride. 
 
Mindo Cloud Forest - Full Day Trip 

Mindo – Quito 

70-100USD per person 

Drive northwest for 2 hours, enjoy the dramatic change of vegetation heading down from 
the Andes into the cloud forest. Mindo is a tiny town set amidst some of the most beautiful 
and peaceful countryside in the entire country. It is a centre for both nature and adventure 
activities. Go walking through the cloud forest and enjoy the peace and tranquility of the 
different waterfalls, take time to ride up the cable car with amazing views. Visit a butterfly 
farm and see an array of colourful hummingbirds for which Mindo is renowned. In the 
afternoon, opt for an organic chocolate tour and tasting. 
This trip takes roughly 9 hours departing at 7 am, this tour includes a guide and transport 
only, any activities upon arrival will be additional, lunch is not included. 
 
Quito City Tour and Equator 

Quito 

45-60USD per person 

Enjoy a city tour of Quito. Visit the Old Town, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, with stops at 
the Basilica del Voto Nacional, La Compañia Church, San Francisco Square, Plaza Grande 
and the Panecillo, a towering statue of the virgin of Quito who looks out over a stunning 
view of the city. Drive 25km (16 mi) north of Quito to the Middle of the World, latitude 0º. 
Stand with one foot in each hemisphere. 
 
Accommodation 

Hotel Hilton Colon (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 2 Quito/Baltra Island (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Take an early flight to the Galápagos Islands. Head to Bachas Beach to see Sally Lightfoot 
crabs, flamingos and sea lions. 
 



Plane 

Mariscal Sucre International Airport – Seymour Airport2h 

Flights from Quito to Baltra depart between 6:40am and 9:40am depending on the day of the 
week. These will arrive into the Galápagos between 9:30am and 12:30pm with a short 
refuelling stop in Guayaquil (you will not disembark the plane). You will generally arrive at 
the boat in time for lunch on Day 2 before the afternoon activity. 
 
Bachas Beach Landing 

Bachas Beach2h-3hAfternoon 

Head to Bachas Beach where the sand is made of decomposed coral, making it soft and 
white, and a favourite site for nesting sea turtles. Spot abundant Sally Lightfoot crabs on the 
lava rocks along the water's edge -- these crabs will eat anything they can get their claws on! 
Trek to see a wide range of wildlife, including flamingos, hermit crabs, black necked stilts, 
and sea lions.  
 
Eden 

Baltra Island – Genovesa Island 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 3 Genovesa Island (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Visit Darwin Bay and marvel at the sheer number of birds along the many trails. Head to El 
Barranco in the afternoon to see the many types of boobies, including red-footed boobies. 
 
Snorkelling (Darwin Bay) 

Genovesa Island45m-1h 

Visit this sunken caldera for a great snorkelling opportunity. See large schools of tropical 
fish swarming near the vertical walls, and, if lucky, see a manta ray or hammerhead. 
 
Darwin Bay Visit 

Genovesa IslandMorning 

Walk along the white coral sands of Darwin Bay surrounded by bustling sea birds. Follow 
the trail and see nesting frigatebirds, gulls, and boobies. Be sure to bring your camera to take 
some snaps of your new feathered friends. 
 
El Barranco Visit 

Genovesa IslandAfternoon 

Visit "El Barranco" aka Prince Phillip's Steps located on the southern tip of the island for an 
amazing wildlife watching opportunity. Hike up the steps to see a sea bird colony that is full 
of life including the breeding grounds for red-footed boobies and masked boobies. 
 
Eden 

Genovesa Island – Bartolomé Island 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 4 Bartolomé Island/Sullivan Bay (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 



Visit Bartolomé for a guided tour to see the island's dramatic volcanic features. Continue to 
Sullivan Bay on Santiago Island to witness the giant lava formations contrasting the white-
coral-sand beach. 
 
Bartolomé Island Landing 

Bartolomé IslandMorning 

Hike to Bartolomé's summit for a stronger perspective of the islands' not-too-distant 
volcanic origins, and enjoy a panoramic view – it’s one of the best among the islands! See 
other Galápagos Islands in the distance as well as Pinnacle Rock, the island’s famous 
towering landmark. 
 
Snorkelling (Bartolomé Island) 

Bartolomé Island45m-1h 

Take the opportunity to swim and snorkel around Pinnacle Rock, one of the most iconic 
volcanic rock formations on the islands. Home to Galápagos penguins, friendly sea lions, sea 
turtles, and a huge variety of fish, Bartolomé and its surrounding waters are a fantastic place 
to explore the natural wonders of the Galápagos. 
 
Sullivan Bay Visit 

Sullivan BayAfternoon 

Visit Sullivan Bay on Santiago Island to see one of its star natural attractions – striking and 
fascinating giant lava formations. Very few plants have managed to survive on this island 
due to its harsh environment and relatively new lava flow. Enjoy a walk along the lava 
formations before coming to a white-coral sand beach, where abundant Sally Lightfoot crabs 
and sea lions gather on shore. 
 
Eden 

Bartolomé Island – Black Turtle Cove 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 5 Black Turtle Cove/Cerro Dragón (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Search for marine life in the mangroves at Black Turtle Cove by panga, after, spot a variety 
of birdlife at Cerro Dragón. 
 
Black Turtle Cove Excursion 

Black Turtle Cove 

Explore the mangroves by panga to find rich marine wildlife between the fresh and salt 
waters. Keep any eye out for manta rays and sea turtles in this tranquil ecosystem. Whitetip 
reef sharks can also be seen gliding by. 
 
Cerro Dragón Visit 

Cerro Dragón1h-3h 1-2km 

Visit Cerro Dragón (Dragon Hill) for some prime birdwatching. Take a short walk from the 
beach to a hypersalinic (saltier than the ocean) lagoon frequented by pink flamingos, 
common stilts, pintail ducks, and other species of birds. Pass through a Scalesia tree forest; 
endemic to the area, there are only 400 specimens of Scalesia trees left in the world. 
 



Eden 

Black Turtle Cove – Santa Cruz Island 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 6 Puerto Ayora (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Visit the Charles Darwin Research Station and the highlands of Santa Cruz to try to see giant 
land tortoises in the wild, then enjoy free time to explore Puerto Ayora. 
 
Charles Darwin Research Station Visit 

Puerto Ayora45m 

Visit Fausto Llerena Breeding Center a great place to observe many species of tortoises and 
land iguanas in captivity. Brought back from the brink of extinction, see the famous 
Galápagos tortoise up close – a corral houses adult tortoises, and a nursery cares for the 
young until around age three when their shells have hardened. 
This area also houses the Charles Darwin Research Station, a scientific organization initiated 
in 1964, which works to preserve the Galápagos' ecosystem through the conservation efforts 
of scientists, researchers, and volunteers. While the offices themselves are not open to 
visitors, the research station provides a study location for international scientists and 
environmental education for the local community. 
 
Highlands Giant Tortoises Visit 

Santa Cruz Island 

Head to Santa Cruz’s verdant highlands and the El Chato Reserve, a perfect place to see 
giant tortoises in their natural environment. Explore the reserve’s lagoon and lava tunnels, 
keeping an eye out for owls that often roost in the tunnels’ entrances. 
 
Eden 

Santa Cruz Island – Floreana Island 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 7 Floreana Island/Punta Cormorant (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Visit Post Office Bay and enjoy guided walks to observe the bird and wildlife and learn 
about the natural history of Floreana Island. After, snorkel at Corona del Diablo. 
 
Post Office Bay Visit 

Floreana Island 

Visit Post Office Bay and learn about its unique history. In the late 18th century, English 
whaling vessels placed a barrel here to be used as a post office. Today, the box is used 
mainly by tourists, who may drop off and pick up unstamped letters to be carried to far 
destinations. Continue the tradition – leave a letter and take one to deliver (be sure it makes 
it to the correct location)! 
 
Punta Cormorant Visit 

Floreana Island 



Visit Punta Cormorant, the only landing site on Floreana Island, and discover two 
amazingly different beaches: one with green sand, coloured by olivine crystals, and another 
with white sand particles known as 'Flour Beach'. Spend the afternoon observing flamingos 
and other shore birds feeding in the lagoon. Spot penguins and marine iguanas at the 
water’s edge. 
 
Snorkelling (Corona del Diablo) 

Punta Cormorant45m-1h 

Enjoy an amazing snorkelling experience at the ‘Devil's Crown’, an old underwater volcanic 
cone just north of the Punta Cormorant. Spot large schools of tropical fish, rays, reef sharks, 
and sea turtles that make their home among the coral reef. Be sure you're a strong swimmer; 
the currents can be intense. 
 
Eden 

Floreana Island – Punta Suárez 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 8 Punta Suárez/Bahía Gardner (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Enjoy the day on Española Island, one of the oldest in the archipelago. Visit Punta Suárez, 
known for its amazing bird colonies and home to the waved albatross ( between April and 
December). After lunch, visit the white sandy beach of Gardner Bay and jump in for a 
snorkelling excursion. 
 
Punta Suárez Visit 

Punta Suárez 

Visit Punta Suárez, one of most rich wildlife landing sites in the Galápagos. Be greeted by 
surfing young sea lions on arrival. Head to the trail to find many species of nesting sea birds, 
and, if lucky, see the waved albatross. Follow the path up to a cliff for great views over the 
ocean, and watch sea birds gliding in the wind. 
 
Gardner Bay Visit 

Bahía Gardner1h-3h 

Visit Gardner Bay's magnificent white sandy beach, home to sea lions and sea birds. Be sure 
to explore the beautiful turquoise water and its incredible sea life. Spot young sea lions and 
large schools of surprisingly big tropical fish, including yellow-tailed surgeonfish, king 
angelfish, and bump-head parrot fish. 
 
Snorkelling (Gardner Bay) 

Bahía Gardner45m-1h 

Head to Tortuga Rock and Gardner Bay for a spectacular snorkelling experience. Spot 
playful young sea lions and large schools of tropical fish, including yellow-tailed 
surgeonfish, king angelfish, and bump-head parrot fish. Look for white-tipped reef sharks 
napping on the bottom.  
 
Eden 

Punta Suárez – San Cristóbal Island 



When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 9 Puerto Baquerizo Moreno (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Learn about the history of the Islands at the San Cristóbal Interpretation Centre then get up 
close to marine life at Kicker Rock. In the afternoon, head to Isla Lobos known for its 
friendly sea lions. 
 
Interpretation Center Visit 

San Cristóbal Island1h-2h 

Learn about the history of the Galápagos Islands from the very beginning of their volcanic 
origins through to today’s conservation efforts. Tour the Human History exhibit to learn 
about the islands’ discovery and colonization, and discover the natural history and variety 
of flora and fauna that make the Galápagos so fascinating. 
 
Snorkelling (Kicker Rock) 

Kicker Rock2h-3h 

Embark on a snorkelling adventure at Kicker Rock, one of the most stunning landmarks in 
the Galápagos Islands that’s home to an incredibly diverse range of marine life that inhabits 
the nutrient-rich water. Explore the rock which rises 150m (492 ft) above the ocean's surface, 
and is divided into two parts by a narrow channel. See an array of sharks and fish that are 
drawn to the rock and provide for an exhilarating unique snorkelling experience. 
 
Isla Lobos Visit 

Isla Lobos 

Explore this tiny island by foot and boat for some great wildlife encounters. Take a panga 
ride to view the sea and shore birds nesting and feeding. Spot a small colony of blue-footed 
boobies as well as two species of sea lions. 
 
Eden 

San Cristóbal Island – Santa Fé Island 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 10 Santa Fé Island/South Plaza (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Visit Santa Fe Island for a chance to mingle with the iguanas. Continue to South Plaza for 
some great bird watching opportunities. 
 
Santa Fe Island Visit 

Santa Fé IslandMorning 

Visit Santa Fé for amazing wildlife watching opportunities. Hike towards the cliffs along the 
island's northern shore to view the forest of giant prickly pear cactus (Opuntia), which is 
home to endemic land iguanas. It is also one of the best locations to see sea turtles, sea lions, 
and maybe even get a glimpse of a whitetip reef shark from the panga. 
 
South Plaza Island Visit 

South PlazaAfternoon 



Visit South Plaza, one of the smallest islands in the Galápagos, which has one of the largest 
populations of land iguanas. Walk along a path through a cactus forest and view a 
combination of dry and coastal vegetation on this lively island, home to a wide range of 
fauna, including incredible birdlife. Spot red-billed tropicbirds and indigenous swallow-
tailed gulls resting on the cliffs, and sea lions playing in the waters. 
 
Eden 

Santa Fé Island – Santa Cruz Island 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 11 Puerto Ayora (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Walk to the white sandy beach of Tortuga Bay, home to marine iguanas, a cacti forest, and 
mangroves. In the afternoon, enjoy free time to explore the town of Puerto Ayora. 
 
Tortuga Bay Hike 

Santa Cruz Island 8km 

Enjoy a walk along a lava stone pathway to the beautiful white beach of Tortuga Bay. Relax 
on the beach, walk along the mangroves looking for marine iguanas and birdlife, or rent a 
kayak and explore this marine wonderland. Look for Tintoreras sharks, sea turtles, and 
manta rays in the water's shallow areas. 
 
Free Time 

Puerto Ayora 

Enjoy free time in this small town to explore the local sights. 
 
Eden 

Santa Cruz Island – Isabela Island 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 
Optional Activities 

Tortuga Bay Kayaking 

Santa Cruz Island2h-3h 

15USD per person 

Grab a life jacket and go for a kayak adventure in the mangroves of Tortuga Bay. Keep an 
eye out for a wide variety of marine life, including colorful reef fish, rays, and sea turtles, as 
you paddle the blue waters. Relax after on a beautiful fine white sand beach, and soak up 
some sun – you may spot some iguanas also trying to catch some rays on the shore. 
 

Day 12 Isabela Island (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Stop off in the small town of Puerto Villamil before visiting the wall of tears built by 
prisoners after the Second World War. In the afternoon, visit the wetlands and the tortoise 
breeding centre in the Puerto Villamil area. 
 
Giant Tortoise Breeding Centre Visit 

Isabela Island2h-3h 



Walk through the town’s wetlands to visit the Giant Tortoise Breeding Centre. With the 
giant tortoise on its way to extinction in the late 1950s, this program was established to 
protect these noble creatures. 
 
Eden 

Isabela Island – Punta Moreno 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 
Flamingo Lagoon Visit 

Isabela Island 

Spend some time exploring Isabela's natural attractions. Enjoy a walk to the largest coastal 
lagoon in the Galápagos, also a principal breeding ground for flamingos. Make stops along 
the way at a lookout point, and to visit natural pools, beaches, and mangrove swamps. 
 
Wall of Tears Visit 

Isabela Island1h-2h 

Tour the sombre 'Wall of Tears', a historical site that pays homage to the prisoners of an on-
island penal colony, who were forced to build a wall out of huge blocks of lava. Many 
prisoners died during the wall's construction between 1946 and 1959. 
 

Day 13 Isabela Island/Fernandina Island (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Pay a morning visit to Punta Moreno on the southwest coast of Isabela to see lava 
formations, flamingos, and amazing views of the three most active volcanoes in the 
Galápagos Islands. In the afternoon, visit Elizabeth Bay which offers amazing bird and 
marine life viewing opportunities. Head out on the pangas and explore the shallows and 
mangroves to look for sea turtles and penguins. 
 
Punta Moreno Visit 

Punta Moreno 

Visit Punta Moreno and explore its interesting landscape, which is home to black lava flows 
and a unique system of brackish lagoons that draw in a wide range of wildlife. Spot 
Darwin’s finches, Galápagos doves, penguins, and more! Be sure to bring your camera for 
shots of the island’s amazing scenery. Punta Moreno boasts a panoramic viewpoint of three 
of Isabela’s imposing volcanoes: Alcedo, Sierra Negra, and Cerro Azul. 
 
Elizabeth Bay Panga Ride 

Elizabeth Bay 

Head out by panga to explore, keeping an eye out for wildlife hiding among the mangroves. 
Search for marine turtles, rays, and flightless cormorants in the sheltered waters. Also spot 
blue-footed boobies, penguins, and pelicans feeding on the abundant marine life.  
 
Eden 

Punta Moreno – Tagus Cove 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 



Day 14 Tagus Cove/Punta Espinoza (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Stop for a visit at Tagus Cove and hike to a lookout to get a stunning view of the bay. Spot 
old graffiti on the cliffs from whalers and pirates who once visited the the cove. Continue to 
Punta Espinoza on Fernandina, the youngest of the Galápagos Islands. Witness the large 
colony of marine iguanas and a variety of bird life. 
 
Tagus Cove Visit 

Tagus Cove 

Visit Tagus Cove, an Isabela Island anchorage site that was popular among whalers and 
pirates. Tour the area on foot for spectacular views of Darwin Lake (a spherical saltwater 
crater), the bay, and Darwin and Wolf volcanoes. Upon landing, take the wooden stairway 
to the trail entrance, and follow the trail through a dry vegetation zone. Continue on an 
ascent to a promontory made up of spatter cones (small volcanic cones).  
 
Punta Espinoza Visit 

Punta Espinoza 

Tour a number of different trails at this not-to-be-missed landing site that’s home to some of 
the largest colonies of marine iguanas and sea birds. Follow the path along the beach and 
across lava flows for a unique opportunity to explore one of the least-visited areas of the 
Galápagos. 
 
Eden 

Punta Espinoza – Puerto Egas 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck. 
 

Day 15 Puerto Egas/Rábida Island (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Enjoy a morning excursion to Puerto Egas to see the salt crater as well as a dark sand beach 
and tidal pools. Take a refreshing dip in turquoise waters. Search for fish and sea turtles in 
the protected bay. Later, visit Rábida Island for a visit to a saltwater lagoon and sea lion 
colony. 
 
Puerto Egas Visit 

Puerto Egas 

Explore the spectacular shoreline of Puerto Egas, also known as James Bay. Spot a great 
number of shore birds and reptiles – the beach area is home to a plethora of wildlife. 
 
Snorkelling (Puerto Egas) 

Puerto Egas45m-1h 

Grab a snorkel and jump into the water right off the beach to explore Puerto Egas' 
interesting underwater world. Keep your eyes peeled for rays, turtles, and reefsharks while 
snorkelling. After, visit the large tidal pool area – marine iguanas and Sally Lightfoot crabs 
are everywhere. 
 
Rabida Island Excursion 

Rábida Island 

Arrive at a red sand beach at Rábida to explore its trails. A short trail leads to a saltwater 
lagoon; another trail goes past the lagoon to the interior, where the revered palo santo trees 



grow. (When burned, the branches of this tree give off a pleasing aroma and ward off 
mosquitoes.) Head back to the beach to see prehistoric-looking pelicans nesting among low-
lying bushes – it's a rare treat to watch parent pelicans return with gullets full of fish for the 
squawking youngsters. 
 
Eden 

Rábida Island – Santa Cruz Island 

When it comes to our fleet of Galápagos vessels, the Eden is made for both great value and 
great service. The luxury of local and international cuisine, daily excursions to explore the 
islands, and picturesque views of the Galápagos from the outdoor sundeck.  
 

Day 16 Santa Cruz Island/Quito (Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner) 
Visit North Seymour for guided walks to observe birds and wildlife, including vast sea lion 
colonies. Disembark at Baltra and fly back to Quito. 
 
North Seymour Island Visit 

North Seymour 

Have an amazing wildlife experience visiting North Seymour Island – this island is teeming 
with life! Follow trails to see all the action (you may need to give way to a passing sea lion or 
marine iguana while walking). See blue-footed booby nests where mating pairs perform 
their courtship dance. Head to a rocky shore to see flocks of pelicans having lunch in a dive 
bomb feeding frenzy, then turn inland to a large nesting site of magnificent frigatebirds. 
These huge, dark acrobats have two-metre (6.5 ft) wingspans, and males, with their puffed-
up scarlet throat sacks, sit precariously perched in low bushes to watch over their equally 
large chicks. Top off the excursion with a snorkel among sea lions and rays. 
 
Plane 

Seymour Airport – Mariscal Sucre International Airport2h 

Look! Up in the sky! It's a bird! It's a plane! It's... yup, it is a plane, actually. 
 
Accommodation 

Hotel Hilton Colon (or similar) 

Hotel 

 

Day 17 Quito (Breakfast) 
Depart at any time. 
 

Optional Activities 

Teleférico 

Quito 

8USD per person 

Enjoy spectacular views of Quito from this sky tram up Volcán Pichincha. Choose to go for a 
hike at the top, or just come along for the ride. 
 
Mindo Cloud Forest - Full Day Trip 

Mindo – Quito 

70-100USD per person 

Drive northwest for 2 hours, enjoy the dramatic change of vegetation heading down from 
the Andes into the cloud forest. Mindo is a tiny town set amidst some of the most beautiful 



and peaceful countryside in the entire country. It is a centre for both nature and adventure 
activities. Go walking through the cloud forest and enjoy the peace and tranquility of the 
different waterfalls, take time to ride up the cable car with amazing views. Visit a butterfly 
farm and see an array of colourful hummingbirds for which Mindo is renowned. In the 
afternoon, opt for an organic chocolate tour and tasting. 
This trip takes roughly 9 hours departing at 7 am, this tour includes a guide and transport 
only, any activities upon arrival will be additional, lunch is not included. 
 
Otavalo Market - Full Day Trip 

Otavalo – Quito 

70-100USD per person 

Discover some amazing local art, tapestries, and textiles at Otavalo’s famous artisan market, 
the largest handicraft market in South America. Wander the stalls to meet local artists, and 
find one-of-a-kind souvenirs. Head north from Quito along the Pan-American highway for 
2.5 hours. On the way, visit the village of Calderon to see colourful figures made of bread 
and visit Cayambe to taste typical ‘biscochos’ (local biscuits). Try your hand at haggling in 
the market – it’s expected for every purchase. A good negotiator could get at least 20 per 
cent off the starting price. After, continue on to the leather market at Cotacachi or Peguche 
the weaving town. The market is open daily, however Saturdays are the busiest. 
This trip takes roughy 8 hours, departs daily at 8 am. 
 
Cotopaxi Volcano - Full Day Trip 

Cotopaxi 

70-100USD per person 

Enjoy a spectacular 2 hour drive to Cotopaxi Volcano National Park to see the highest active 
volcano in the world (5,897m/ 19,347 ft). Visit a museum in the park and hike around a 
lagoon at the bottom of the volcano to learn about the flora and fauna found at this altitude. 
Continue by car up the volcano to the parking lot, at over 4,500m/14,763 ft. Walk for an 
hour and a half to the refuge and after a short break, continue to the glacier (if the weather 
holds out). Return to Quito in the afternoon. **Park entrance fee is not included and is split 
among the number of travellers in the group** 
 
Quito City Tour and Equator 

Quito 

45-60USD per person 

Enjoy a city tour of Quito. Visit the Old Town, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, with stops at 
the Basilica del Voto Nacional, La Compañia Church, San Francisco Square, Plaza Grande 
and the Panecillo, a towering statue of the virgin of Quito who looks out over a stunning 
view of the city. Drive 25km (16 mi) north of Quito to the Middle of the World, latitude 0º. 
Stand with one foot in each hemisphere. 
 
 
 

What's Included 
Cruise the Galápagos Islands aboard the Eden (15 nts). All meals aboard the Eden. Certified 
Galápagos National Park Service Guide. Excursion to see red-footed boobies (Genovesa 
Island). Hike to the Bartolomé Island viewpoint overlooking the famous Pinnacle Rock. 
Visits to Floreana and Española Islands. Isla lobos visit. Santa Fé and South Plazas 
excursions. Chance to see flightless cormorants and penguins. Visit to the largest marine 
iguana colony in the Galápagos (Fernandina Island).Snorkelling at Darwin Bay, Sullivan 



Bay, Gardner Bay, Corona del Diablo, Puerto Egas and North Seymour. Onboard 
snorkelling equipment and wetsuits. Internal flights. All transport between destinations and 
to/from included activities. 
 

Highlights 
Marvel at Bartolomé's dramatic volcanic features, Watch as sea lions gather on Santiago 
Island, Spot marine iguanas at Punta Cormorant, See giant tortoises on the highlands of 
Puerto Ayora, Get up close to blue-footed boobies in Las Tintoreras 
 

Dossier Disclaimer 
The information in this trip details document has been compiled with care and is provided 
in good faith. However it is subject to change, and does not form part of the contract 
between the client and the operator. The itinerary featured is correct at time of printing. It 
may differ slightly to the one in the brochure. Occasionally our itineraries change as we 
make improvements that stem from past travellers, comments and our own research. 
Sometimes it can be a small change like adding an extra meal along the itinerary. Sometimes 
the change may result in us altering the tour for the coming year. Ultimately, our goal is to 
provide you with the most rewarding experience. Please note that our brochure is usually 
released in November each year. If you have booked from the previous brochure you may 
find there have been some changes to the itinerary.  
 
VERY IMPORTANT: Please ensure that you print a final copy of your Trip Details to review 
a couple of days prior to travel, in case there have been changes that affect your plans. 
 

Itinerary Disclaimer 
While it is our intention to adhere to the route described below, there is a certain amount of 
flexibility built into the itinerary and on occasion it may be necessary, or desirable to make 
alterations. The itinerary is brief, as we never know exactly where our journey will take us. 
Due to our style of travel and the regions we visit, travel can be unpredictable. The Trip 
Details document is a general guide to the tour and region and any mention of specific 
destinations or wildlife is by no means a guarantee that they will be visited or encountered. 
Aboard expedition trips visits to research stations depend on final permission.  
 
Additionally, any travel times listed are approximations only and subject to vary due to 
local circumstances. 
 

Important Notes 
1. The Tour Operator requires your passport number, full name and date of birth at the time 
of booking. Please make sure you give this information to your travel agent. 
 
2. Once you have confirmed your booking please give us your international flight details 
and advise us if you have any important issues such as allergies, special diets, etc.  
 
3. The Ecuadorian government currently levies a Galapagos Islands Park entry fee of $100 
USD per person. This is payable at the airport upon arrival in the park. It is not included in 
the cost of the tour, and must be paid in CASH. This fee funds Park maintenance and 
supervision in Galapagos, as well as ecological study, conservation and infrastructure 
development in Ecuador's other National Parks. Entry fees and the funds they generate for 
the National Park System are among measures taken by the Ecuadorian government to 
protect its natural heritage. 



 
4. The Consejo de Gobierno (local government council) have implemented a system of 
Transit Control Cards at a fee of $20 USD per person. This card is to be purchased in CASH 
at a counter in the Quito airport before boarding the flight to the Galapagos. Please retain 
this card along with your passport as you will be required to present this upon arrival to the 
Galapagos Islands. Please note that this applies to all tourists entering the Galapagos Islands 
and is a supplement to the existing entry fee to the National Park and is not controlled by 
tour operators or travel agencies. It is the first of a number of initiatives to track, control and 
maintain the sustainable tourism targets set out by the Galapagos National Park and the 
Ecuadorian government in an attempt to preserve the fragile environment of the 
archipelago. 
 
5. Please note that the rooming on our Galapagos yachts is done on a first-come, first-serve 
basis, and we are not able to guarantee the specific cabin you will receive on board. The 
cabins are comfortable and clean, all with private bathrooms. Due to the specific location of 
the cabins on board, the window sizes vary as well as the noise at times when the boat is 
navigating, given the proximity of the cabin to the engine room. Our friendly and competent 
crew will ensure the smooth and comfortable journey for the duration of your tour. 
 
6. All travellers are required to pay the tax on domestic flights in Ecuador. Foreign travellers 
are exempt form this, and proving you are indeed a foreign traveller can be done by 
providing us with your international ticket number (ITN). Travellers who do not submit 
international ticket numbers at least 30 days prior to Day 1 of their tour will be required to 
pay the domestic tax on all included flights. 
 

Group Leader Description 
Your group trip is met in Quito by a representative. The aim of the representative is to give 
you the 
required information for the rest of your journey and to assist with changing money, 
restaurant and excursion suggestions and general information about the city. We also use 
local guides where we think more specific knowledge will add to the enjoyment of the 
places we are visiting- we think it's the best of both worlds. For your shipboard voyage we 
have a highly experienced shipboard staff and crew, including a Galapagos CEO who is a 
local naturalist guide certified by the Galapagos National Park. 
 

Group Size Notes 
Max 16, avg 12 
 

Meals Included 
16 breakfasts, 15 lunches, 15 dinners 
 

Meals 
Eating is a big part of traveling. Travelling with us you experience the vast array of 
wonderful food that is available out in the world. On our Galapagos yachts, food is 
included, plentiful and made of fresh local ingredients. Dining is casual, tables are 
unassigned and the dining room is capable of seating the entire passenger compliment at 
one time. There is always a selection of different meals available, and vegetarians will find 
plenty of options. Special dietary requirements can be accommodated with advance notice, 
please advise us at time of confirmation. Coffee, tea and water are all provided free of 



charge. All other beverages, alcoholic and non-alcoholic are not included and can be 
purchased at the bar. 
 

Transport 
Plane, motorized yacht (Eden), van, panga, private bus. 
 

Local Flights 
All local flights to and from the Galapagos are included in the cost of your tour. It is 
important that we have your passport information at the time of booking in order to process 
these tickets. Internal flight tickets are issued locally and will be given to you prior to the 
flight departure. 
 
Flights to either of the airports in the Galapagos leave early in the morning on Day 2 and get 
you into the islands in the early afternoon. Flights back to the mainland depart between 
10:00am and 1:30pm arriving in the early evening. 
 
Please note that all flights to and from the Galapagos make a 1 hour refuelling stop in 
Guayaquil. 
 

Solo Travellers 
We believe single travellers should not have to pay more to travel so our group trips are 
designed for shared accommodation and do not involve a single supplement. Single 
travellers joining group trips are paired in twin or multi-share accommodation with 
someone of the same sex for the duration of the trip. Some of our Independent trips are 
designed differently and single travellers on these itineraries must pay the single trip price. 
 

Accommodation 
Hotels (2 nts), aboard the Eden in twin-share (bunks), twin-share (lower berths), or double 
cabins (15 nts). 
 

My Own Room 
Please note that if you have booked the "My Own Room" option for this tour, you will 
receive your own single room for all night stops 
 

About Accommodation 
Cabins on board the Yolita are set up with twin beds, but can be converted into a double bed 
if requested prior to the tour. 
 

Visas and Entry Requirements 
All countries require a valid passport (with a minimum 6 months validity). Contact your 
local embassy, or consulate for the most up-to-date visa requirements, or see your travel 
agent. IT'S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO HAVE THE CORRECT TRAVEL 
DOCUMENTATION. 
 
** Please note that by February 2nd 2018, it will be mandatory for every traveler to show 
proof of insurance (covering medical, accident, death) to the immigration authority at the 
airport or border crossing into Ecuador. This insurance must cover the traveler for their 
entire length of stay in the country. 
 



If you do not carry proof of insurance and/or an insurance assistance card that satisfies this 
requirement, it is possible that your entrance into Ecuador could be denied. 
 

Detailed Trip Notes 
LIFE ON BOARD 
The daily schedule consists of a shore excursion immediately following breakfast, lunch 
aboard and perhaps a siesta before the afternoon shore excursion. In the evening after 
dinner, your naturalist guide will brief you on the islands to be visited the following day. 
You are ferried from the yacht to shore via small boats called pangas. Landings are either 
“dry” or “wet”, where you might have to wade ashore in shallow water. Your naturalist 
guide will accompany you during all excursions. 
 
CLIMATE 
Located on the Equator, the Galapagos climate is tempered by the Humboldt Current, so 
you do not experience extreme heat. The warmest weather is December to June, when 
temperatures range from 22-33°C (72-90 °F), and the water temperature is in the mid 20s 
(mid 70°F). From July to November, the temperatures are cooler and range from 18-24°C 
(60s -75°F). The average water temperature rarely reaches 21°C (70°F). 
 

Spending Money 
Every traveller is different and therefore spending money requirements will vary. Some 
travellers may drink more than others while other travellers like to purchase more souvenirs 
than most. Due to the remoteness of the Galapagos islands, onboard our vessels, there is no 
credit card machines therefore only cash is accepted. It is important that you withdraw 
enough cash for the duration of your trip, once in the islands, ATM machines are extremely 
limited and unreliable. Please consider your own spending habits when it comes to allowing 
for drinks, shopping and tipping. Please also remember the following specific 
recommendations when planning your trip. 
 

Money Exchange 
Credit cards and debit cards are very useful for cash advances. Visa cards are the most 
widely accepted cards. While ATMs are widely available some may not accept all 
international credit or debit cards. You may need to try at more than one machine if the first 
does not accept your card. You should also check with your bank before leaving to ensure 
that your card works internationally. You should be aware that to purchase products or 
services on a credit card a fee of 5%-10% usually applies. Do not rely on credit or debit cards 
as your only source of money. A combination of US dollar cash and cards is best. Always 
take more rather than less, as you don't want to spoil the trip by constantly feeling short of 
funds. Please bring USD banknotes in denominations smaller than 100, as they can be hard 
to exchange in Ecuador. 100 dollar bills of certain series (e.g. CB B2) can be especially hard to 
cash! CURRENCY EXCHANGE TIP: Please be advised that slightly torn notes, notes that 
have been heavily marked or are faded may be difficult to exchange. It is best to bring notes 
in fairly good condition, in denominations lower than 100USD (or equivalent). As currency 
exchange rates can fluctuate often we ask that you refer to the following website for daily 
exchange rates: www.xe.com 
 

Emergency Fund 
Please also make sure you have access to at least an additional USD $200 (or equivalent) as 
an 'emergency' fund, to be used when circumstances outside our control (ex. a natural 
disaster) require a change to our planned route. This is a rare occurrence! 

http://www.xe.com/


 

Tipping 
Tipping is an expected - though not compulsory - component of your tour program and an 
expression of satisfaction with the persons who have assisted you on your tour. Although it 
may not be customary to you, it is of considerable significance to the people who will take 
care of you during your travels. At the end of each trip if you felt your CEO or and crew did 
an outstanding job, tipping is appreciated. There will be two envelopes left in your cabin on 
the final night of your tour, one for the CEO and one for crew members. The amount is 
entirely a personal preference, however as a guideline a per traveller tip of 7-10 USD, per 
day for your CEO and 10-15 USD per day for the crew can be used.  
 

Health 
Please note inoculations may be required for the country visited. It is your responsibility to 
consult with your travel doctor for up to date medical travel information well before 
departure.  
 
You should consult your doctor for up-to-date medical travel information well before 
departure. We recommend that you carry a First Aid kit and hand sanitizers / antibacterial 
wipes as well as any personal medical requirements. Please be aware that quite often we are 
in remote areas and away from medical facilities, and for legal reasons our leaders are 
prohibited from administering any type of drug including headache tablets, antibiotics, etc. 
When selecting your trip please carefully read the brochure and itinerary and assess your 
ability to cope with our style of travel. Please refer to the Physical and Culture Shock ratings 
for trip specific information. The Tour Operator reserves the right to exclude any traveller 
from all or part of a trip without refund if in the reasonable opinion of our CEO they are 
unable to complete the itinerary without undue risk to themselves and/or the rest of the 
group. 
 
Please note your Adventure travels to high altitude, in Quito. This is medically defined as 
anything over 8,000 feet (2,440 meters). Most people can travel to 8,000 feet with minimal 
effects. However, everyone reacts to altitude differently and altitude sickness can on set with 
some people irrespective of fitness and age. For details on how to best prepare and what to 
do in the unlikely event you are effected on your Adventure, please consult your physician. 
 

Safety and Security 
Many national governments provide a regularly updated advice service on safety issues 
involved with international travel. We recommend that you check your government's advice 
for their latest travel information before departure. We strongly recommend the use of a 
neck wallet or money belt while travelling, for the safe keeping of your passport, air tickets, 
travellers' cheques, cash and other valuable items. Leave your valuable jewellery at home - 
you won't need it while travelling. Many of the hotels we use have safety deposit boxes, 
which is the most secure way of storing your valuables. A lock is recommended for securing 
your luggage. When travelling on a group trip, please note that your CEO has the authority 
to amend or cancel any part of the trip itinerary if it is deemed necessary due to safety 
concerns. Your CEO will accompany you on all included activities. During your trip you 
will have some free time to pursue your own interests, relax and take it easy or explore at 
your leisure. While your CEO will assist you with options available in a given location 
please note that any optional activities you undertake are not part of your itinerary, and we 
offer no representations about the safety of the activity or the standard of the operators 
running them. Please use your own good judgment when selecting an activity in your free 



time. Although the cities visited on tour are generally safe during the day, there can be risks 
to wandering throughout any major city at night. It is our recommendation to stay in small 
groups and to take taxis to and from restaurants, or during night time excursions. 
 
Protests and Demonstrations- Protests and demonstrations, even those that are well 
intended, have the potential to turn violent with no warning. Counter protests can also turn 
violent. Action by security forces to disperse demonstrators and protesters may occur at any 
time. If you are in an area where demonstrators or protesters are gathering, avoid the 
temptation of staying for a good photo opportunity and leave the area immediately. 
 
Water based activities have an element of danger and excitement built into them. We 
recommend only participating in water based activities when accompanied by a guide(s). 
We make every reasonable effort to ensure the fun and adventurous element of any water 
based activities (in countries with varying degrees of operating standards) have a balanced 
approach to safety. It is our policy not to allow our CEOs to make arrangements on your 
behalf for water based activities that are not accompanied by guide(s). 
 
Swimming, including snorkeling, is always at your own risk. 
 

Trip Specific Safety 
Please take care when wandering about the city on your own, as pick pockets and purse-
snatchers are common, particularly in the Old Town. Be safe and leave your passport, credit 
cards, traveller’s cheques and cash you don’t need in the hotel’s safety deposit box. Most 
Quiteños are honest and genuinely helpful and friendly, but be safe and enjoy the city! 
 

Medical Form 
Our small group adventures bring together people of all ages. It is very important you are 
aware that, as a minimum, an average level of fitness and mobility' is required to undertake 
our easiest programs. Travellers must be able to walk without the aid of another person, 
climb 3-4 flights of stairs, step on and off small boats, and carry their own luggage at a 
minimum. Travellers with a pre-existing medical condition are required to complete a short 
medical questionnaire, which must be signed by their physician. This is to ensure that 
travellers have the necessary fitness and mobility to comfortably complete their chosen trip. 
While our CEOs work hard to ensure that all our travellers are catered for equally, it is not 
their responsibility to help individuals who cannot complete the day's activities unaided. 
Please refer to the physical ratings in this Trip Details document for more information. 
 

Travel Insurance 
Travel Insurance: Travel insurance is compulsory in order to participate on any of our trips. 
When travelling on a group trip, you will not be permitted to join the group until evidence 
of travel insurance has been sighted by your CEO, who will take note of your insurance 
details. When selecting a travel insurance policy please bear in mind that all clients must 
have medical coverage and that we require a minimum coverage of USD 200,000 for 
repatriation and emergency rescue. We strongly recommend that the policy also covers 
personal liability, cancellation, curtailment and loss of luggage and personal effects. If you 
have credit card insurance we require proof of purchase of the trip (a receipt of credit card 
statement) with a credit card in your name. Contact your bank for details of their 
participating insurer, the level of coverage and emergency contact telephone number. 
 

Minimum Age 



You must be 18 to travel unaccompanied on this tour. For minors travelling with a guardian 
over 21 years old, the minimum age is 12. 
 

International Flights 
Check-in times and baggage allowances/restrictions vary by airline and can change at any 
time. For the most up-to-date information for your flight, please contact your airline. We 
recommend checking in online in advance to avoid potential delays at the airport. 
 

Max Pax 
16 
 

Group Leader 
Galápagos National Park Service guide while in the islands. Local representative in Quito. 
 


